_ 2  Kings  9  -  Thursday,  March  31st,  2016 _ 

1  And  Elisha  the  prophet  called  one  of  the  sons  of  the  prophets,  and  said  to  him,  “Get  yourself  ready,  take  this  flask  of  oil  in  your 
hand,  and  go  to  Ramoth  Gilead.  2  Now  when  you  arrive  at  that  place,  look  there  for  Jehu  the  son  of  Jehoshaphat,  the  son  of 
Nimshi,  and  go  in  and  make  him  rise  up  from  among  his  associates,  and  take  him  to  an  inner  room.  3  Then  take  the  flask  of  oil, 
and  pour  it  on  his  head,  and  say,  Thus  says  the  LORD:  “I  have  anointed  you  king  over  Israel.”  ’  Then  open  the  door  and  flee, 
and  do  not  delay.”  4  So  the  young  man,  the  servant  of  the  prophet,  went  to  Ramoth  Gilead.  5  And  when  he  arrived,  there  were 
the  captains  of  the  army  sitting;  and  he  said,  “I  have  a  message  for  you,  Commander.”  Jehu  said,  “For  which  one  of  us?”  And  he 
said,  “For  you,  Commander.”  6  Then  he  arose  and  went  into  the  house.  And  he  poured  the  oil  on  his  head,  and  said  to  him, 

“Thus  says  the  LORD  God  of  Israel:  ‘I  have  anointed  you  king  over  the  people  of  the  LORD,  over  Israel.  7  You  shall  strike  down 
the  house  of  Ahab  your  master,  that  I  may  avenge  the  blood  of  My  servants  the  prophets,  and  the  blood  of  all  the  servants  of  the 
LORD,  at  the  hand  of  Jezebel.  8  For  the  whole  house  of  Ahab  shall  perish;  and  I  will  cut  off  from  Ahab  all  the  males  in  Israel, 
both  bond  and  free.  9  So  I  will  make  the  house  of  Ahab  like  the  house  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  and  like  the  house  of 
Baasha  the  son  of  Ahijah.  10  The  dogs  shall  eat  Jezebel  on  the  plot  of  ground  at  Jezreel,  and  there  shall  be  none  to  bury  her.’  ” 
And  he  opened  the  door  and  fled. 

-  The  chapter  begins  with  the  day  of  reckoning  as  it  were,  finally  coming  to  Jezebel  as  it  had  to  Ahab  some  fourteen-years  prior. 

-  It’s  chapters  like  this  and  many  others  like  it  that  helps  me  stay  sane,  knowing  that  the  day  is  coming  when  evil  will  be  judged. 

-  It’s  important  to  note  that  this  judgment  that  is  finally  about  to  be  carried  out  was  prophesied  by  Elijah  back  in  1  Kings  21 :1 7-24. 

I  Kings  21 :1 7-24  Then  the  word  of  the  LORD  came  to  Elijah  the  Tishbite,  saying,  18  “Arise,  go  down  to  meet  Ahab  king  of  Israel, 
who  lives  in  Samaria.  There  he  is,  in  the  vineyard  of  Naboth,  where  he  has  gone  down  to  take  possession  of  it.  19  You  shall 
speak  to  him,  saying,  Thus  says  the  LORD:  “Have  you  murdered  and  also  taken  possession?”  ’  And  you  shall  speak  to  him, 
saying,  Thus  says  the  LORD:  “In  the  place  where  dogs  licked  the  blood  of  Naboth,  dogs  shall  lick  your  blood,  even  yours.”  ’  ”  20 
So  Ahab  said  to  Elijah,  “Have  you  found  me,  0  my  enemy?”  And  he  answered,  “I  have  found  you,  because  you  have  sold 
yourself  to  do  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  LORD:  v  21  ‘Behold,  I  will  bring  calamity  on  you.  I  will  take  away  your  posterity,  and  will  cut 
off  from  Ahab  every  male  in  Israel,  both  bond  and  free.  22  I  will  make  your  house  like  the  house  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat, 
and  like  the  house  of  Baasha  the  son  of  Ahijah,  because  of  the  provocation  with  which  you  have  provoked  Me  to  anger,  and 
made  Israel  sin.’  23  And  concerning  Jezebel  the  LORD  also  spoke,  saying,  The  dogs  shall  eat  Jezebel  by  the  wall  of  Jezreel.’  24 
The  dogs  shall  eat  whoever  belongs  to  Ahab  and  dies  in  the  city,  and  the  birds  of  the  air  shall  eat  whoever  dies  in  the  field.” 

-  The  question  becomes  one  of  how  long  did  God  allow  the  evil  and  wickedness  to  continue  under  Ahab  and  Jezebel’s  reign. 

-  The  answer  is  about  twenty-two  years,  which  means  that  during  that  time,  Israel  was  led  down  a  path  of  idolatry  as  a  nation. 

-  If  this  weren’t  bad  enough  you  add  the  fourteen-years  that  Jezebel  lived  after  Ahab’s  death  and  you  end  up  with  thirty-six  years. 

-  This  is  a  textbook  case  of,  as  one  said,  “the  wheels  of  Gods  justice  turning  very  slowly,  but  also  grinding  exceedingly  fine.” 

-  In  other  words,  though  it  may  seem  that  God  delays  in  bringing  about  His  just  judgment,  there  will  come  a  day  when  He  does! 

-  Truth  be  known,  the  scriptures  are  replete  with  passages  and  I’ll  even  add  prophecies  that  speak  to  God’s  coming  judgment. 

Psalm  37:7-14  (NKJV)  —  7  Rest  in  the  LORD,  and  wait  patiently  for  Him;  Do  not  fret  because  of  him  who  prospers  in  his  way, 
Because  of  the  man  who  brings  wicked  schemes  to  pass.  8  Cease  from  anger,  and  forsake  wrath;  Do  not  fret— it  only  causes 
harm.  9  For  evildoers  shall  be  cut  off;  But  those  who  wait  on  the  LORD,  They  shall  inherit  the  earth.  10  For  yet  a  little  while  and 
the  wicked  shall  be  no  more;  Indeed,  you  will  look  carefully  for  his  place,  But  it  shall  be  no  more.  1 1  But  the  meek  shall  inherit  the 
earth,  And  shall  delight  themselves  in  the  abundance  of  peace.  1 2  The  wicked  plots  against  the  just,  And  gnashes  at  him  with  his 
teeth.  13  The  Lord  laughs  at  him,  For  He  sees  that  his  day  is  coming.  14  The  wicked  have  drawn  the  sword  And  have  bent  their 
bow,  To  cast  down  the  poor  and  needy,  To  slay  those  who  are  of  upright  conduct. _ 

I I  Then  Jehu  came  out  to  the  servants  of  his  master,  and  one  said  to  him,  “Is  all  well?  Why  did  this  madman  come  to  you?”  And 
he  said  to  them,  “You  know  the  man  and  his  babble.”  12  And  they  said,  “A  lie!  Tell  us  now.”  So  he  said,  “Thus  and  thus  he  spoke 

to  me,  saying,  Thus  says  the  LORD:  “I  have  anointed  you  king  over  Israel. . 13  Then  each  man  hastened  to  take  his  garment 

and  put  it  under  him  on  the  top  of  the  steps;  and  they  blew  trumpets,  saying,  “Jehu  is  king!” 

- 1  find  it  interesting  that  not  only  do  they  not  take  the  prophet  of  God  seriously;  they  are  actually  dismissive  and  mocking  of  him. 

-  The  reason  I  find  this  interesting  is  that  it’s  much  the  same  in  our  day,  in  the  sense  that  the  people  of  God  are  treated  this  way. 

-  We  need  look  no  further  than  to  how  Christians  are  portrayed  in  movies  and  television  as  being  the  “madman,”  so-to-speak. 

Acts  26:24-28  (NKJV)  —  24  Now  as  he  thus  made  his  defense,  Festus  said  with  a  loud  voice,  “Paul,  you  are  beside  yourself! 
Much  learning  is  driving  you  mad!”  25  But  he  said,  “I  am  not  mad,  most  noble  Festus,  but  speak  the  words  of  truth  and  reason. 
26  For  the  king,  before  whom  I  also  speak  freely,  knows  these  things;  for  I  am  convinced  that  none  of  these  things  escapes  his 
attention,  since  this  thing  was  not  done  in  a  corner.  27  King  Agrippa,  do  you  believe  the  prophets?  I  know  that  you  do  believe.” 
28  Then  Agrippa  said  to  Paul,  “You  almost  persuade  me  to  become  a  Christian.” _ 


14  So  Jehu  the  son  of  Jehoshaphat,  the  son  of  Nimshi,  conspired  against  Joram.  (Now  Joram  had  been  defending  Ramoth 
Gilead,  he  and  all  Israel,  against  Hazael  king  of  Syria.  15  But  King  Joram  had  returned  to  Jezreel  to  recover  from  the  wounds 
which  the  Syrians  had  inflicted  on  him  when  he  fought  with  Hazael  king  of  Syria.)  And  Jehu  said,  “If  you  are  so  minded,  let  no 
one  leave  or  escape  from  the  city  to  go  and  tell  it  in  Jezreel.”  16  So  Jehu  rode  in  a  chariot  and  went  to  Jezreel,  for  Joram  was 
laid  up  there;  and  Ahaziah  king  of  Judah  had  come  down  to  see  Joram.  17  Now  a  watchman  stood  on  the  tower  in  Jezreel,  and 
he  saw  the  company  of  Jehu  as  he  came,  and  said,  “I  see  a  company  of  men.”  And  Joram  said,  “Get  a  horseman  and  send  him 
to  meet  them,  and  let  him  say,  ‘Is  it  peace?’  ”  18  So  the  horseman  went  to  meet  him,  and  said,  “Thus  says  the  king:  ‘Is  it 
peace?’  ”  And  Jehu  said,  “What  have  you  to  do  with  peace?  Turn  around  and  follow  me.”  So  the  watchman  reported,  saying, 

“The  messenger  went  to  them,  but  is  not  coming  back.”  19  Then  he  sent  out  a  second  horseman  who  came  to  them,  and  said, 
“Thus  says  the  king:  ‘Is  it  peace?’  ”  And  Jehu  answered,  “What  have  you  to  do  with  peace?  Turn  around  and  follow  me.”  20  So 
the  watchman  reported,  saying,  “He  went  up  to  them  and  is  not  coming  back;  and  the  driving  is  like  the  driving  of  Jehu  the  son  of 
Nimshi,  for  he  drives  furiously!” 

-  To  their  credit,  these  two  messengers  realize  that  Joram’s  days  are  numbered,  as  evidenced  by  their  willingness  to  join  Jehu. 

-  What’s  striking  to  me  in  this  is  the  detail  we’re  given  related  to  the  intensity  of  Jehu,  who  apparently  drives  very  aggressively. 

-  It  seems  we  have  a  snapshot  of  his  personality  type  such  that,  he  knows  what  has  to  be  done,  and  his  sole  goal  is  to  just  do  it. 

I  like  how  one  commentator  described  Jehu,  “Jehu  [did  not]  not  regard  this  as  a  time  of  peace,  but  a  time  of  conflict— a  time  to 
violently  overthrow  the  throne  of  Joram  and  the  dynasty  he  came  from.  ...[He]  was  such  an  intense  man  that  his  personality 
could  be  easily  seen  in  the  way  he  drove  a  chariot." _ 

21  Then  Joram  said,  “Make  ready.”  And  his  chariot  was  made  ready.  Then  Joram  king  of  Israel  and  Ahaziah  king  of  Judah  went 
out,  each  in  his  chariot;  and  they  went  out  to  meet  Jehu,  and  met  him  on  the  property  of  Naboth  the  Jezreelite.  22  Now  it 
happened,  when  Joram  saw  Jehu,  that  he  said,  “Is  it  peace,  Jehu?”  So  he  answered,  “What  peace,  as  long  as  the  harlotries  of 
your  mother  Jezebel  and  her  witchcraft  are  so  many?” 

-  This  confrontation  between  Jehu  and  Joram  is  telling  for  a  number  of  reasons  chief  of  which  is  Joram’s  false  sense  of  security. 

- 1  would  suggest  that  when  Joram  says  to  Jehu,  “Is  it  peace,”  he  actually  thought  that  Joram  was  coming  to  him  with  good  news. 

-  The  fact  of  the  matter  is  it’s  the  exact  opposite  that’s  true  in  that  instead  of  bringing  good  news  of  victory,  it’s  bad  news  of  doom. 

Charles  Spurgeon  said  it  best  this  way,  “[Jehu  asked]  dost  thou  return  defeated?  Or  has  thou  conquered  the  Syrians  and 
established  peace?  He  little  dreamed  of  the  doom  upon  which  he  was  rushing:  the  greatest  sinners  are  generally  the  most 
secure,  secure  eve  on  the  brink  of  ruin.  ...What  peace  can  any  sinner  expect  to  have  with  God  while  he  lives  in  sin?” _ 

23  Then  Joram  turned  around  and  fled,  and  said  to  Ahaziah,  “Treachery,  Ahaziah!”  24  Now  Jehu  drew  his  bow  with  full  strength 
and  shot  Jehoram  between  his  arms;  and  the  arrow  came  out  at  his  heart,  and  he  sank  down  in  his  chariot.  25  Then  Jehu  said  to 
Bidkar  his  captain,  “Pick  him  up,  and  throw  him  into  the  tract  of  the  field  of  Naboth  the  Jezreelite;  for  remember,  when  you  and  I 
were  riding  together  behind  Ahab  his  father,  that  the  LORD  laid  this  burden  upon  him:  26  ‘Surely  I  saw  yesterday  the  blood  of 
Naboth  and  the  blood  of  his  sons,’  says  the  LORD,  ‘and  I  will  repay  you  in  this  plot,’  says  the  LORD.  Now  therefore,  take  and 
throw  him  on  the  plot  of  ground,  according  to  the  word  of  the  LORD.”  27  But  when  Ahaziah  king  of  Judah  saw  this,  he  fled  by  the 
road  to  Beth  Haggan.  So  Jehu  pursued  him,  and  said,  “Shoot  him  also  in  the  chariot.”  And  they  shot  him  at  the  Ascent  of  Gur, 
which  is  by  Ibleam.  Then  he  fled  to  Megiddo,  and  died  there.  28  And  his  servants  carried  him  in  the  chariot  to  Jerusalem,  and 
buried  him  in  his  tomb  with  his  fathers  in  the  City  of  David.  29  In  the  eleventh  year  of  Joram  the  son  of  Ahab,  Ahaziah  had 
become  king  over  Judah.  30  Now  when  Jehu  had  come  to  Jezreel,  Jezebel  heard  of  it;  and  she  put  paint  on  her  eyes  and 
adorned  her  head,  and  looked  through  a  window.  31  Then,  as  Jehu  entered  at  the  gate,  she  said,  “Is  it  peace,  Zimri,  murderer  of 
your  master?”  32  And  he  looked  up  at  the  window,  and  said,  “Who  is  on  my  side?  Who?”  So  two  or  three  eunuchs  looked  out  at 
him.  33  Then  he  said,  “Throw  her  down.”  So  they  threw  her  down,  and  some  of  her  blood  spattered  on  the  wall  and  on  the 
horses;  and  he  trampled  her  underfoot.  34  And  when  he  had  gone  in,  he  ate  and  drank.  Then  he  said,  “Go  now,  see  to  this 
accursed  woman,  and  bury  her,  for  she  was  a  king’s  daughter.”  35  So  they  went  to  bury  her,  but  they  found  no  more  of  her  than 
the  skull  and  the  feet  and  the  palms  of  her  hands.  36  Therefore  they  came  back  and  told  him.  And  he  said,  “This  is  the  word  of 
the  LORD,  which  He  spoke  by  His  servant  Elijah  the  Tishbite,  saying,  ‘On  the  plot  of  ground  at  Jezreel  dogs  shall  eat  the  flesh  of 
Jezebel;  37  and  the  corpse  of  Jezebel  shall  be  as  refuse  on  the  surface  of  the  field,  in  the  plot  at  Jezreel,  so  that  they  shall  not 
say,  “Here  lies  Jezebel.”  ’  ” 

-  So  the  chapter  ends  in  a  most  horrific  way  and  in  so  doing  we  have  the  fulfillment  of  God’s  prophetic  judgment  on  one  Jezebel. 

-  This  reminds  me  of  Proverbs  10:7,  which  says  “The  memory  of  the  righteous  is  blessed,  But  the  name  of  the  wicked  will  rot.” 

-  You'll  forgive  the  sanctified  sarcasm  of  this  question,  but  have  you  ever  heard  of  anyone  who  named  their  daughter,  “Jezebel?” 
Charles  Spurgeon,  “This  had  been  the  cry  in  her  pompous  days;  her  heralds  cried,  this  is  Jezebel,”  but  they  would  say  this  no 
more.  They  could  not  even  say,  this  is  Jezebel’s  body,  this  is  Jezebel’s  tomb,’  or  this  is  Jezebel’s  heir,  Thus  the  name  of  the 
wicked  shall  rot.  Lord,  we  bow  before  thee  in  reverence  trembling  at  they  justice.” 


